
 

Thirteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 
June 26, 2022 
 
Reading II 
Gal 5:1, 13-18 

Brothers and sisters: For freedom Christ set us free; so stand firm and do not submit again to the 
yoke of slavery. For you were called for freedom, brothers and sisters. But do not use this freedom 
as an opportunity for the flesh; rather, serve one another through love. For the whole law is fulfilled 
in one statement, namely, You shall love your neighbor as yourself. But if you go on biting and 
devouring one another, beware that you are not consumed by one another. I say, then: live by the 
Spirit and you will certainly not gratify the desire of the flesh. For the flesh has desires against the 
Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; these are opposed to each other, so that you may not do what 
you want. But if you are guided by the Spirit, you are not under the law. 
  
Gospel 
Lk 9:51-62 

When the days for Jesus’ being taken up were fulfilled, he resolutely determined to journey to 
Jerusalem, and he sent messengers ahead of him. On the way they entered a Samaritan village 
to prepare for his reception there, but they would not welcome him because the destination of his 
journey was Jerusalem. When the disciples James and John saw this they asked, “Lord, do you want 
us to call down fire from heaven to consume them?” Jesus turned and rebuked them, and they 
journeyed to another village. As they were proceeding on their journey someone said to him, “I will 
follow you wherever you go.” Jesus answered him, “Foxes have dens and birds of the sky have nests, 
but the Son of Man has nowhere to rest his head.” And to another he said, “Follow me.” But he 
replied, “Lord, let me go first and bury my father.” But he answered him, “Let the dead bury their 
dead. But you, go and proclaim the kingdom of God.” And another said, “I will follow you, Lord, but 
first let me say farewell to my family at home.” To him Jesus said, “No one who sets a hand to the 
plow and looks to what was left behind is fit for the kingdom of God.” 
 
HOMILY: 

 

This last week I celebrated 31 years a priest.  I’m sure it was in the first or second year a priest that I joined a 

“life chain,” a continuous line of folks standing along First Avenue in Cedar Rapids, witnessing against the 

legalization of abortion and for life. This was my first time in such a public display of support for life and 

protest against the grave offense that was abortion. I was surprised by some of the very angry and offensive 

reactions by some who drove by!  I felt we were simply trying to defend the least and the weakest, the unborn, 

for which we were regularly met with profanity, gestures of contempt, and degrading words of personal attack.  

I said to Ellie, the cheerful woman next to me whom I had just met, “I don’t understand such anger.  Sure, 

others may not agree, but why such anger?” She said to me, “They are reacting that way because they have been 

involved in abortions themselves and they want to forget about them.  I know because I had an abortion.” I was 

surprised by the revelation.  She went on, “I was in a very tough situation and could not see my options.  I hid 

away my pain at the choice for years and didn’t like it when others spoke about abortion, but finally God 

forgave me and the mercy I was shown has healed me.” Ellie was free because she had been shown mercy. 

Obviously, it has been an historic couple of days.  A most unjust ruling of our highest court, in place for 49 

years, has gratefully been set aside. We simply, if we want to be a just society, cannot have enshrined in law a 

“right” that deprives the weakest and most defenseless of that most basic of all rights, life. To Roe v. Wade, 

good riddance. 

 

But, like that life chain back in 1992, there is lots of raging going on around us—for many have been very 

invested, even personally, in this culture of death.  We simply may not return rage for rage, no matter where we 

https://bible.usccb.org/bible/galatians/5?1
https://bible.usccb.org/bible/luke/9?51


 

have been on this life issue. Instead, we must bring the mercy that heals, for much healing is still needed.  In 

today’s gospel, the disciples succumb to such the temptation to dole out rage.  There, Jesus and his disciples are 

not extended a welcome into a Samaritan village, the Samaritans being historical enemies of the Jews, not in a 

small part because the Jews considered the Samaritans “doggerel,” unclean foreigners with mixed blood.  We 

are told the disciples react in rage, wanting “to call down fire from heaven to consume” their enemies.  To this 

suggestion, they are rebuked by Jesus. Instead, the gospel of Jesus, expressed eloquently by St. Paul in his letter 

to the Galatians, reminds us to “serve one another with love,” literally “through love become slaves of one 

another.” Our reaction to the rage that will continue to characterize the “death throws” of Roe v. Wade is to love 

others as if we are their slaves, serving their needs.  Love and mercy will conquer fear and hate. 

 

The Catholic bishops of the United States said on Friday, “Now is the time to begin the work of building a post-

Roe America. It is a time for healing wounds and repairing social divisions; it is a time for reasoned reflection 

and civil dialogue, and for coming together to build a society and economy that supports marriages and 

families, and where every woman has the support and resources she needs to bring her child into this world in 

love. As religious leaders, we pledge ourselves to continue our service to God’s great plan of love for the 

human person, and to work with our fellow citizens to fulfill America’s promise to guarantee the right to life, 

liberty, and the pursuit of happiness for all people.” 

 

There is our mission.  In this post-Roe era, we as followers of Jesus are obliged to “build a society” where every 

woman has the support and resources she needs to “bring her child into this world with love.” A woman faced 

with a crisis pregnancy feels she does not have what she needs to become a mother, likely because she feels 

alone. We must join her, support her, and remind her that she is not alone.   

 

Our parish is joining Catholic parishes throughout the nation by “Walking with Moms in Need.” How will this 

work? Thanks to the dedication of a group of your fellow parishioners, we will soon be publicizing to the larger 

community that we are ready to “walk with” expectant mothers who need support and help. Soon you will see 

communications on our campus, in social media, and other forms of communication that expectant and new 

mothers may contact us for support through a dedicated mobile number or our parish website. Then, a volunteer 

from the “Walking with Moms” committee will meet with the woman, to offer ongoing personal support, both 

as a sympathetic ear and heart and also to direct her to the many resources in our community available to 

support her and her child.  This is how we will live Jesus’ great commandment to love our neighbor in this post-

Roe era.  

 

How can you help? While the committee is small (but mighty!), they simply cannot be aware of all those in 

need.  That’s where you come in. Our hundreds of parishioners have a wide contact with many persons.  Every 

member of our parish is to be part of the effort.  When, in the course of your lives, you hear about a mom in 

need, be ready to offer that woman your personal support and understanding, and then also to refer her to the 

number that will connect here with our “Walking with Moms” effort.  In addition, there will be more 

information through our parish communications about the resources that are available in the community, to 

which you too could direct moms in need. 

 

In the end, though, as the psalmist beautifully reminds us, “Unless the Lord build the house, in vain do we 

labor” (Psalm 127:1). Prayer must therefore be our first recourse.  To that end, I invite you to pick up one of the 

prayer cards at the end of the pew.  We want you to take that card with you and to pray it regularly and with 

commitment as part of your Christian response that seeks healing and peace in these days.  Lord, build the 

house that is a culture of life, as we pray, “……” 

 

As the conversation about abortion will now be renewed, particularly in each of our United States, the level of 

rancor will likely continue, and it could be tempting to “call down fire” upon those who do not see things as we 

do.  Instead, let us with understanding and compassion call down mercy and act with mercy, a mercy that heals. 

https://www.usccb.org/resources/statement-standing-with-moms-031522.pdf

